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Why Religious Holidays?

•Tangible, hands-on options

•Often celebratory

•This is how adults in all 
faith traditions teach kids

•Avoids tenets and texts



Power of Narratives

•Perfect fit for human nature

•Holds attention and improves 
learning/memory

•Connects us to others

•Allows us to incorporate culture 
and history



Narrative Traditions - Examples

Indigenous
• Creation myths

Hinduism
• Deity tales

• Tales of the Panchatantra

Buddhism
• Stories told by/about the Buddha

• Jataka tales

Judaism
• Stories in Hebrew Bible/Old Test.

• Stories by/about Rebbes

Christianity
• Stories from the Christian 

Bible/New Testament

Islam
• Stories referred to in Qur’an/Hadith

• Stories about Muhammad’s Life



Lesson Plans

•Hindu – Diwali

•Islam – Ramadan/Eid

•Indigenous Creation Stories



Comments? Suggestions?

Questions? Concerns?


